
PRIMARY SCHOOL  
FUNDRAISING PACK

THE FUN-RAISERS’ 
GUIDE TO 
FUNDRAISING



WHAT’S  
INSIDE

WELL HELLO THERE
Welcome to your Red Nose Day 2019 fundraising  
pack – we’re over the moon that you’re joining in the  
fun on Friday 15 March! 

This year, to keep things simple, we’ve split everything  
up into sections. So you can flick straight to the fun 
stuff or quickly find the form you need. 

So come on in and take a look around. 

01 INSPIRING STORIES
Comic Relief: the big picture
Meet Farhad and Mohamed
Learning resources 

4
6
7

02 FUN IDEAS
Fundraising ideas of every shape and size
Fill your Friday with fun 
Free downloads and a Blue Peter special
Eight quick tips to top up your total
Take the cake 
Red Nose Day heroes

8
10
11
12
13
14

03 SENSIBLE STUFF     (plus a bit of silliness)
● Red Noses order form
● Pupil sponsorship form
● Learning posters
● Event posters
● Staffroom sweepstake poster 
● Thank you poster
● Stickers
● Balloons

ONLINE EXTRAS 
Look out for this symbol throughout the 
pack. It’ll point you to handy online extras  
to help bring the big day to life.

STAY UP TO SPEED
Follow us on Twitter for more fundraising 
ideas and the latest Red Nose Day news 
@comicreliefsch.
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FANCY DRESS
WHAT A DIFFERENCE A NOSE MAKES
Whether this is your first time fundraising 
for Comic Relief or you’ve been joining in 
the fun for as long as you can remember, 
the big question is: why are we all here, 
baking, dancing, dressing up and getting 
splatted with soggy sponges?
Well, simply put, all the incredible, 
ingenious and downright daft things  
you do help change lives here in the UK 
and in the world’s poorest communities.  
In fact, since the first Red Nose Day in 
1988, wonderful people like you have 
helped us raise over £1 billion. In the 
last year alone that’s helped 14 million 
people, so we can’t thank you enough.

GOING GLOBAL
Right now, we’re working with around  
850 projects across the globe, from  
the UK to Uganda, Nigeria to Nepal.
Genuine impact needs focus  
so we target four key issues: 
● Helping children to survive and thrive
● Global mental health matters
● Fighting for gender justice
● A safe place to be.
All these projects, helped by your  
amazing fundraising efforts, bring  
us closer to our goal: to create a just  
world free from poverty.

WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES
You can read more about some of the 
young people we’ve helped recently on  
the next two pages. There are also lots  
of learning resources to download and  
print at comicrelief.com/farhad to help 
your pupils connect with the people 
they’re helping.
So now you know what the big day’s  
all about, get out there, have fun and  
raise lots of lovely dosh.

THE BIG PICTURE

CHANGES LIVES

STORIES
INSPIRING 01
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ONLINE EXTRAS
You’ll find loads of handy learning resources to use in  

everything from registration and assembly to lessons at 

comicrelief.com/farhad

MEET 
FARHAD
BELGRADE, SERBIA

I threw my colouring pencils  
and brushes into the water.  

It was very dark. I was scared.

12-year-old Farhad dreams of becoming a celebrated artist  
and world-class footballer.
For the last two years, he’s been living in a refugee camp in Serbia.  
His family are Afghan refugees who were living in Iran but had to flee 
again, travelling on foot, by car and on a smuggler’s boat. When they 
got on the boat, it was so full it looked like it might sink, so Farhad  
had to throw his most precious possessions – his pencils and 
paintbrushes – overboard. 
Comic Relief, in partnership with Help Refugees UK, funded Refugee 
Foundation Serbia to support Farhad’s learning. The project also 
organised day trips away from the camp, where he could hone his ball 
skills or sit and quietly sketch.
This Red Nose Day we’ve created a set of learning resources about 
Farhad, which will help your pupils:
●  develop an understanding of global issues 
●  see the real-life benefits of fundraising for Red Nose Day 
●  learn about PSHE, geography and other subjects. 

INTERACTIVE STORY
Explore Farhad’s life as a class or 
individually, learning about his family, 
hobbies and hopes for the future, as well 
as how the money you raise will help.

LEARNING RESOURCES
FILM AND ASSEMBLY
Use our assembly presentation and 
short film to remind everyone about 
Red Nose Day and introduce Farhad. 

LEARNING POSTER  
AND TOPIC MAP
Use the poster in this pack to spark  
a discussion about life as a refugee, then  
download the topic map for more ideas.

MEET 
MOHAMED
LONDON, UK

INSPIRING 
STORIES01

A year ago, Mohamed was disruptive, disengaged and disinterested 
at school. Today he’s a changed student thanks to a Power2 
programme funded by Comic Relief.
After becoming a mentor for a younger child, he visited a local 
nursery once a week to help with play and learning. He proved an 
inspirational role model and, as a result, his self-esteem soared.  
His teachers now praise his behaviour and commitment, and 
Mohamed believes he can excel and inspire others.

I have more empathy  
for my teachers and the  
other people around me.

   PRIMARY SCHOOL FUNDRAISING PACK        76        RED NOSE DAY 2019



GET SET 
TO GO RED
Join schools across the 
UK on Friday 15 March and 
encourage everyone to pay  
a small fee to wear something 
red or go non-uniform.

TOP TIPS
●  Spread the word 

Announce it in assembly  
and over email.

●  Pot the dosh 
Collect cash in each class.

●  Accessorise 
Buy extra stuff at  
comicrelief.com/shop

GOT A BETTER IDEA? 
Jot it down then share it on  
Twitter with @comicreliefsch.

NOSE 
SO SIMPLE
Sell Red Noses to kick-start 
your fundraising. Simply order 
your boxes online, pay a little 
now and settle up once you’ve 
sold them all.

TOP TIPS
●  Get your order in 

Order online in an instant  
at comicrelief.com/
nosesforschools

●  In the know 
Tell everyone when and 
where to buy a Nose.

●  Set up shop 
Gather some coins so you’re 
ready to give change.

FANCY 
FOOTWORK
Dust off the glitter ball,  
dig out your leg warmers; 
it’s disco or dance-athon  
time. Sell tickets or sign up 
sponsors then prepare to  
strut your stuff.

TOP TIPS
●  Gather a dream team 

Don’t organise it alone.
●  Don’t miss out on Gift Aid 

Use sponsorship forms  
so we get an extra 25%.

●  Bust out your best moves 
Teacher dance-off, anyone?

HOST A  
BIG GIG
Ask teachers to channel their 
inner diva or comedy genius 
then let pupils pay to pick  
a winner. Or recruit them too 
for a whole-school contest.

TOP TIPS
●  Call in the crew 

You’ll need help backstage 
and front of house. 

●  Hot tickets 
Sell tickets in advance or  
on the door and fill the hall.

●  Shout about it 
Put up the event poster  
and download extras online.

●  Interval earners 
Sell drinks and snacks  
to bring in extra cash.

BAKE UP  
A STORM
Bake, buy or just pay to eat 
lots of tasty treats. Simply set 
up a stall and turn delicious 
bakes into serious dough.

TOP TIPS
●  Mix it up 

Sell a mix of sweet  
and savoury treats.

●  Shortcut to glory  
Buy a ready-made cake  
and take the credit  
(we won’t tell…).

●  Whip up a competition 
Award points for taste, 
texture and decoration.

SPLAT THE 
TEACHER
Water, sponges, some 
medieval stocks… I think you 
can see where this is going. 
Name your price and prepare 
to get wet, wet, wet.

TOP TIPS
●  Keep them contained 

Tie up teachers (loosely!)  
for comic effect.

●  Bring in the big names 
Charge extra to splat  
the headteacher.

●  Dry off and warm up 
Have a towel and hot  
tea ready for splatees.

LET’S GET 
QUIZZICAL
Channel your inner Jeremy 
Paxman and host a quiz  
in the school hall, pitting  
pupils against teachers.

TOP TIPS
●  Cash in 

Charge an entry fee and  
sell tickets to spectators.

●  What do points mean? 
Prizes! (From lovely  
local businesses,  
if you ask nicely.)

●  Feed the little grey cells  
Set up a money-spinning 
snack bar on the side.

ONLINE EXTRAS
Download and print everything 

from posters and recipes  
to a ready-made quiz at 

comicrelief.com/
primaryextras

GO FURTHER
GO ALL OUT

GO EASY

FUNDRAISING  
IDEAS OF EVERY 
SHAPE AND SIZE
Quick and simple or big and bonkers, there are
loads of ways to have fun and raise money on
Friday 15 March.
Need help deciding? Pin up this page  
and have a vote.

FUN 
IDEAS02
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Make a note of your  
Red Nose Day plans

FILL YOUR  
FRIDAY WITH FUN
Go all out and squeeze in the whole lot, or just pick  
the activities that fit in around your day.

You’ll find more tips for each activity on pages 8 and 9.

FUN 
IDEAS02

 

REGISTRATION

ASSEMBLY

BREAK TIME

LUNCH TIME

AFTER SCHOOL

SET THE SCENE
●   Use our assembly or  

film to show your pupils  
what Red Nose Day is  
about at comicrelief.com/ 
farhad 

HIT THE RIGHT NOTE
●   Sing along to the Red Nose 

Day song, Put A Nose On It!

SPLAT THE TEACHER
 ●   Head to the playground  

and get set to get wet.
●   Ask for a donation for  

every sponge thrown.

BAKE SALE
 ●   Pick a central spot to set  

up shop and sell, sell, sell. 

QUICK-FIRE QUIZ
 ●   Find an empty classroom and 

pit teachers against pupils.
●   Charge teams for entry and 

the audience for tickets.

SCHOOL DISCO
●    Clear the dance floor  

and line up a playlist.
●   When the final bell rings,  

get the party started.
●   Sell tickets in advance  

or on the door.

TEACHERS HAVE GOT TALENT
 ●     Set the stage for an  

after-school talent show.
 ●    Give each act  

a labelled bucket.
 ●    Votes are cast with coins and 

notes – highest earner wins.

NON-UNIFORM DAY
●   Collect the cash for  

your dress-down day.

SELL RED NOSES
●  Do a quick circuit and  

get every conk covered.

FREE DOWNLOADS
Just download, print and hey presto, you’re good to go.

FOR 
FOODIES

FOR  
CREATIVE TYPES

FOR  
QUIZ MASTERS

FOR 
EVERYONE

●  Tasty recipes – both  
sweet and savoury

● Labels for your bakes
●  Posters to advertise  

your bake sale

●  Bunting to decorate  
your stall

● Dressing-up masks
●  A money box to make  

and decorate

●  Three rounds of  
quiz questions

●  A word search  
and a crossword 

● The answers!

●  Extra posters to  
share your plans

● Sticker templates
●  Labels for  

collection buckets

DOWNLOAD ALL YOUR ONLINE EXTRAS AT COMICRELIEF.COM/PRIMARYEXTRAS

BLUE PETER 
IS HAVING  
A LAUGH
From February, Blue Peter will be asking kids to share 
their favourite rib-ticklers and side-splitters for their 
Make Your Teacher Laugh for Comic Relief campaign. 
They’ll be keeping track of the chuckles with their 
Teacher Totaliser and drafting in some of the UK’s top 
comedians to help perfect the punchlines.
The final total will be revealed on Thursday 14 March, along 
with a special Red Nose Day Worst Witch sketch, starring 
some of BBC Children’s biggest names.
Tune in to CBBC on the afternoon of Thursday 14 March.ONLINE EXTRAS

Watch videos and download 
posters, ticket templates,  

event tips and more at

comicrelief.com/
primaryextras

SIN

G ALONG TO THE RED NOSE DAY SONG!              SING ALONG TO THE RED NOSE DAY SONG!              SING ALONG TO T
HE R

ED 
NO

SE 
DA

Y S
ON

G!  
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FOR THE CAKES
●   100g soft butter or margarine
●   150g caster sugar
●   2 large eggs
●   1 tsp vanilla extract
●   150g self-raising flour
●   1 tsp baking powder
●   3 tbsp milk
●   Paper cases

FOR THE DECORATION
●   150g icing sugar
●   2-3 tbsp water
●   Glacé cherries or red sweets
●   A tube of writing icing

MAKE THE CAKES
1. Heat the oven to 180°C/160°C fan/gas mark 4  

and line a 12-cup muffin tin with paper cases.

2. Mix the butter and sugar together in a bowl until 
smooth and pale. Beat the eggs in a separate  
bowl then mix them into the butter and sugar,  
along with the vanilla extract.

3. Gently fold in the flour and baking powder,  
then add the milk a little at a time until the  
mixture drops easily off a spoon. Dollop the 
mixture into the paper cases until they’re  
about three-quarters full.

4. Bake in the oven for 10-15 minutes, or until  
golden-brown on top and a skewer poked into  
one of the cakes comes out clean.

5. Set aside in the tin for 5-10 minutes, then move  
your cakes to a wire rack to finish cooling.

GET DECORATING
1. Sieve the icing sugar into a bowl and add the water a few 

drops at a time until the icing’s smooth but still thick.  
(You don’t want it running straight off your cakes.)

2. Spoon some icing onto each cake and gently spread it 
towards the edges. 

3. Pop a cherry or sweet on top for a nose, then add eyes  
and a mouth with writing icing.

TOP(PING) TIP
Use lemon juice instead of water to give your  
icing a zingy twist.

EIGHT QUICK TIPS TO 
TOP UP YOUR TOTAL

SET A FUNDRAISING TARGET
Aim high and go all out as a school to smash it.1

CREATE A GIVING PAGE
Set up a page at comicrelief.com/schoolsgiving then  
share it in your newsletter, post it on social media and  
ask everyone to pass it on. 

2

GET THE SCHOOL COUNCIL ON BOARD
Come up with fresh fundraising ideas and encourage  
pupils to rally the troops.

3

LOOP IN LOCAL BUSINESSES
See if they’ll match your fundraising or donate competition 
prizes. If they need convincing, just remind them how great 
it’ll make them look (and feel).

4

MAKE A WEEK OF IT
Plan five days of Red Nose challenges and events  
to keep the cash rolling in all week.

5
SHOUT ABOUT IT
Share the fun on social media, with a little shout-out to  
@comicreliefsch. Then put up the poster in this pack or  
get your pupils to make their own, and keep parents in  
the loop with our letter templates.

6

UP THE STAKES
Pop the sweepstake poster in this pack on the staffroom 
wall and ask everyone to pay to take a punt.

7

KEEP EVERYTHING ABOVE BOARD
Before you start, take a quick look at our handy list  
of dos and don’ts at comicrelief.com/dos-and-donts

8

TAKE THE CAKE
These tasty little Red Nose Day cupcakes are easy enough 
to make with your pupils, if you’ve got access to an oven.  
So get baking to bring in the cash.

To do

Shopping list

ONLINE EXTRAS
Read our school council guide  
and download letter templates 

and a totaliser poster at

comicrelief.com/
primaryextras

ONLINE EXTRAS
Find more tasty bake sale  
recipes, along with cake  

labels and bunting at 

comicrelief.com/
primaryextras

FUN 
IDEAS02
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WRENTHORPE ACADEMY,  
WEST YORKSHIRE
Pupils and staff at Wrenthorpe 
Academy went red for the day, 
complete with fancy dress, 
wonderful wigs and fabulous 
face paint. The school council 
also held a bake sale to bring in 
the dough and the school even 
made the local news.   

TOTAL RAISED: 
£283.15

RED NOSE DAY HEROES
We’re always amazed by the weird and wonderful ways schools raise money for Red Nose Day.  
If you need a little inspiration, here are a couple of our favourites from last time.

HUDDERSFIELD  
GRAMMAR SCHOOL,  
WEST YORKSHIRE
A foot spa filled with wobbly 
jelly, cold baked beans and 
gloopy custard got everyone 
off on the right foot, while 
multi-coloured manicures were 
the order of the day. Even the 
parents got involved, limbering 
up for a sponsored dance-athon.

TOTAL RAISED: 
£2,036.17

£1,980
could pay for a one-on-one 

support session to boost the 
self-esteem and aspirations of 
nine vulnerable girls in the UK.

Why not stick up  this page to spark  some ideas?

(plus a bit of silliness)
03 SENSIBLE STUFF
● Red Noses order form
● Pupil sponsorship form
● Learning posters
● Event posters
● Staffroom sweepstake poster
● Thank you poster 
● Stickers
● Balloons

WAYS TO PAY IN
Send us your money using the  
giro in this pack or by going to 
comicrelief.com/schoolspayin

HAIL THE CONK-ERING HEROES 
A big thank you to the pupils at Lancasterian  
Primary School, London, for starring in this year’s pack.

£280
could provide seven  

weeks of hot nutritious  
meals for a family living  

in a Serbian refugee camp.
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Red Nose Day is an initiative of Comic Relief which is the trading name of Charity Projects, a registered charity in England and Wales (326568)  
and Scotland (SC039730). Photo credits: Nikolay Doychinov, Nicole Gomes. RND19_028

THERE’S MORE WHERE 
THAT CAME FROM
Find loads more stuff, including learning  
resources, videos and other helpful extras  
at comicrelief.com/primaryextras


